2i52        ELBA, AND  THE HUNDRED DAYS.
Moreover, time was pressing. Louis XVIII. was about to reascend the throne, and his instructions against Napoleon would certainly be more rigorous than those of the Provisional Government. It was plain that Napoleon would not'be permitted to profit by the French frigates, and would be in danger of becoming the King's prisoner.
Saturday, July 8. In the morning, General Beker observed respectfully to the Emperor that the time for delay was over. Napoleon decided, therefore, to leave Eochefort for the roadstead of the Island of Aix, where he could go on board the Saale, one of the two French frigates, and there await a favorable wind. That evening he started in a carriage for Fouras, which is at the mouth of the Charente, in the roadstead of Aix. The people, hearing of his departure, hastened to attend him on his journey. There was a considerable crowd when he alighted from the carriage at Fouras. All wore sad faces, and the whisper went round, "Is it possible that such a great man should be abandoned like this ? "
The Emperor bade adieu to each one of the detachment of cavalry who had accompanied him, and got into the Saale's yawl, which had been waiting for him before the chateau of Fouras. The officers of his suite followed in the boats of the Meduse. It was late when he went aboard the Saale, the wind being contrary and very strong. He spent the night of July 8-9 on the ship.
Sunday, July 9.    In the  morning, as the winds